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In Pesukei D’Zimrah we thanked Hashem for all He does for the universe and for
us specifically, and we focused on the truth that Hashem is the only Source for
everything. In the section after Barchu—the Shema—we will accept and affirm
our responsibility to use all He has given us toward the mission He put us here
for! Before we do that, we “break” with Kaddish and Barchu, which sum up that
mission! And what is that mission? That the entire world should recognize that
Hashem is the Source of all and that all will “bless His Name,” i.e., will realize that
all He does (in general, and for each individual) and all that He commands is
perfect and for the ultimate best.

wp ¥h

X3 MY wipm Smm—  NDPY3,N37 AHY WY DB

(The chazzan proclaims our TlﬂT.'bD oM ;-"D‘Wj;" ;ﬂ: é.-_;

hope that) soon, in our ma 53-! »I NP P02

lifetime, the entire world, . X : D

which Hashem created TIRR] e TRt N?&?; ,52‘(77!22’ m
:]Dzs Why must

9}3‘72‘71 D‘?¥‘7 -ngb N;j nbw Ni‘l’ Kadd?sh/Barch‘u

be said only with

precisely  according to

His Will, will recognize
> a minyan? The
Hashem as the Source N 73557 answer is powerful.

of all, and will see the DDWD’\ , IRDIT ﬂDﬂW’1 y9 135 | Of course each

one of us must do
sanctity, perfection, and 55'111’1 ,ﬂ7757ﬂ’1 Rk ,NWJD’T the best we can

to bring sanctity,

purpose of all He has done. ERhi k! NW'D'F -mw Durpose. and

TR KI MY N IR gbyb ) REDTD 9D I Ny | Meaning into the

material world
K7y "Ry D2y — (Weall NI (zm:m b:m xbybw and to allow
enthusiastically ~ respond:)

the Presence of

TPRRT  RODON RONIWR | Heshem to be

recognized by

R}aIERIAN I Ay all (through us

. . /
everyone (including mel), leadling our daily

everywhere, and forever, see that all His actions are great and | /ives guided by His
d . £ ol mitzvos). Howevet,
eserving of praise: as individuals,

nanw T2 —(The chazzan then points out that) in reality, the true :"C‘Zgreea“n”&'fjvdzr
greatness and power of Hashem far exceeds any praises that wemere | it is only when
we are a tzibbur
working together
191A as a multicolored,
harmonious

unit that we can

2RI TN AR 1972 i our g0al Ths. |

191 091V U7 T T2 o procamaion of

our life’s goal must

N D?W? pRklen) ﬂ]ﬁf I3 gn b

772na M nx 13723— (The chazzan calls us to action and says to us:)
We must make the world realize (by how we speak and how we
conduct ourselves daily) that Hashem is the Source of all, and that

Absolutely correct! May

humans could say. And to that we respond: Jnx—Absolutely correct!

everything He does is perfect and for the ultimate best.
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1y1 027 77ann mim 92— (And we respond, followed by the chazzan himself:) Yes, we
pledge to make the world realize (by how we speak and how we conduct ourselves daily)
that Hashem is the Source of all, and that everything He does is perfect and for the
ultimate best—for all eternity!

Our Mission Statement!
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Chazal structured this section by having us say two brachos before we say the

Shema (the first is a very long one made up of different parts, and the second

is one paragraph) and one brachah after we say the Shema. Then we will be
ready for our one-on-one with Hashem—the Shemoneh Esrei.

We Are Responsible for Sanctifying the World through Our Actions
First Brachah Preceding the Shema

112 5K /a0 M2/ wrp / PaR? IRnn /IR Ay
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Source of everything; 1iox—You
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You rule the entire world; 71K 21

qwn x7131—You, Hashem, form ‘?D-‘ ﬂ?’( Nj131 D?‘?W jwy
light (physical light, spiritual light,

and those things in our life that we

perceive as “good”), and You also

create all darkness (physical darkness, spiritual confusion, and those things in our life
that we perceive as “bad”); 531 nx X121 SV nwy—and it is all one unified harmonious
creation created and controlled by Hashem (all for our good—even though to us that
is sometimes hard to see).
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of earth deserve it or not!); and renews "J’Jj VWN-I _'Nbb n,wy -IDDT-D

creation continually, every day. nn

i v 11— How diverse and TIDWIRT XM 1725 DYiM0 Tom0
nljlmerous arebYouléT\//\vﬂc;rks Hashezm!; D‘p]y I'nD?D NWJND-H jN]DD-n
nwy pona 02— (When we analyze
the depth and intricacy of “nature,J’]’ it Drm D’:mj -PD”-]D Db‘y ’-be
is clear that) they were made with ])D 'DJ)WD Y 'lmy 'l-fN 13"737
great wisdom (and could not have ’
“randomly happened” on their own). 5.”) -nj: 17}{ 'IJ'FS?J D)WD uyw
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this world You created to accomplish "[W ’Db'ﬁ D’W]TD 1’&33 ﬂu’D
our mission  and sanctify it :mtm-m bx 7920 macm giA)s]

through our mitzvos). A 712NN

o Thus us hamans (dhrough TV T2 DY IR -n:mn
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proper actions); ,q*1 nwyn mav Sy .n'?D :njk:(?

n%v KDY ,nMwyw MK MIkn Yv1—which is greater than the sun, moon, and stars

(the forces of nature), who constantly glorify You by their very God-given nature.

(The angels’ praise of Hasher:) N33 33DNIN 1220 NWNY 77200
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each on their own level, each with 13:573 7}7'7 -IDW njﬂw’ D’W'ﬂ?

their own unique job, all sing a‘a: PO WK r:vmvm 8

praises to Hashem and declare Him

as the Source of all. D’V’DWD‘ D$‘y D1j3 D’jb‘y
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79n1 57 0w nx—And all angels accept their individualized job, and work together
in harmony to carry out the will of their Creator (a message to us: each of us has
different strengths and unique talents, and to do our mission we must be united and work
with each other!). And in unison they all proclaim:
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1. Hashem is wrtp—He is separate and beyond the comprehension of all creations,
from we humans and up to the highest angels; ™23 yaxi 73 Xbn—His Presence
is everywhere.

2. Hashem is wr1p—The sanctity of Hashem can be felt in all worlds, from the very
highest world of angels down to the very lowest world, our material world; x5n
1233 yaxi 73—His Presence can be felt everywhere (though it requires effort and
diligence in order to tap into it through Torah and mitzvos.)
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Those two understandings of wrp seem like a contradiction, but:
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070 R71—The Ofanim and the holy Chayos, together with the Serafim (all the highest
levels of angels—part of the spiritual reality that is beyond our material understanding)

IIPEY M 7132 72

i 123 3113—The essence of Hashem is completely beyond us (even the highest
angels); it is 1mpan—from His place (up there, it all makes sense!).

all proclaim:

Thus we accept that Hashem is beyond our comprehension, and at the same time,
we know that His Presence can be felt everywhere if we invest the time and effort

to look for it. Therefore, we continue:

np? Mty g2 Sx5—All praises
go to Hashem, for He alone is the
Creator of inventions (He gives
us the intelligence and inspiration
to discover the powers He placed in
the universe); He controls all wars;
keeps an account of our good deeds
so they may be used to bring about
future salvation for us; controls
our health; and renews Creation
continually (thus our obligation to
use it all according to His laws).

xn Yy Sy win 7ik—Please
Hashem, bring Mashiach; nam
MRS 1 n%3—and soon we all
should see Your Presence clearly.
mim npx 32— You, Hashem, are
the Source of everything; =yv
mmkna—Who forms all light
(physical—so that we can function in
this world; and spiritual—so that we
can sanctify this world and succeed in
our mission).
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CEEIIEER win sx—literally means “a new light.” We refer to the arrival of
Mashiach in terms of “light” to stress that the main reason we await Mashiach is
not to simply solve our material problems and discomforts! Rather, we want all of
Bnei Yisrael (and the whole world) to see the light, beauty, and truth of Torah. (mx
has the gematriya of 207, which adds up to 9; nnx is 441, which adds up to 9.)
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We Are Obligated to Learn Torah and to Apply the Letter and Spirit of the Law

Second Brachah Preceding the Shema

na  mank—(Notwithstanding  the
fact that we may not always have
deserved Your compassion, since
there were times in our history when
the study of Torah was neglected by
many Jews, nevertheless) You have
shown ever-increasing love for us
(by providing for us Torah scholars
and teachers in every generation who
kept the flame of Torah alive and
passed it down to us. Thank You!).
(We know that we cannot succeed
in understanding and applying the
Torah without Your help, therefore
we ask:) yoman axd amax—Please,
our compassionate Father, instill
in our hearts a depth of perception
to understand the Torah; to take it
personally; to be able to study and
teach it to others; to apply it to all
situations in our lives (no matter
how difficult)—and this should all
be out of love for Your Torah!
anIna wy aRm—May we find
Torah study and mitzvos exciting
so that we will serve You with both
love and awe together; wia) &7
7y1 9 y9—and thus we will never
ever be ashamed of the way we lived
our lives on this earth! We have full
trust that if we do the very best we
can—we will merit Olam Haba.
Moy yaakn DOUWR uxam
yaxn—Please, (bring Mashiach to)
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gather all Jews from all over the world and lead us all to Eretz Yisrael (where we can

vvvvvv

from among all the nations of the world, and (through gwmg us Your Torah) brought
us close to You so that thankfully we may publicly proclaim Your Oneness with
love. mim» npx 9112—You, Hashem, are the Source of everything; Sxaw? mya aman
manxa—Who chooses His nation, Bnei Yisrael, with love.
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Important Instant
Insight:

The idea of an
“biy—yoke,” as in the
concept of “niabn by

omw—accepting the
yoke of the Kingdom of
Heaven,” seems to carry
an image of mitzvos
being a heavy, difficult
burden that we shlep
around on our backs our
whole life. True, at times
mitzvos seem “heavy”
and difficult, and we are
obligated to persevere.
But the choice of

the term by carries a
profound message.

As | heard from Rav
Matisyahu Solomon,
shlita, a yoke is simply

a tool that allows the
animal to do its job in
the most efficient and
easy way possible. How
else could it pull the
wagon if it did not have
a yoke? So too, when
we proclaim the Shema
and publicly accept by
omw mabn, the yoke of
the Kingdom of Heaven,
we must realize that the
mitzvos are perfectly
crafted, precise tools
that allow us to do

OUR job here on earth!
How would we manage
without them?

Instant Insight:

The letters of the word
y-n-w are the same as
the letters that begin

the words omw mabn Sy

but backward! The
message is that even
when Torah laws and
values seem “backward”
to us—as if they make
no sense—nevertheless
we accept that in truth
they are the tools for
our success.

Instant Insight:

In the Torah, the

pasuk of the Shema

has the letters 'y

and = (which spell
1y—witness) enlarged.
The very miracle of our
survival—that after all
these years Jews all over
the world are united in
their proclamation of
the Shema—is witness
to the truth of the Torah!

OK, I’ll Do It!
DMw Mavn Y1y —ynw nR™Mp
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There are many levels of meaning to this crucial pasuk

that we should have in mind as we proclaim the essence

of our belief. Here we will present two of the most basic

concepts one should have in mind when reciting the
Shema.

Ifyou are davening without a minyan, add the following three words:
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Hashem is a merciful, fair, and trustworthy King.
SION L APTON T DN ypw
STYY 02195 im0y 713 DY P2 wnba

9x2w* ynw—As a proud member of Bnei Yisrael, I publicly
proclaim; that mim—the Eternal God, Who always was, is,
and will be; 105 —TI accept as our personal, all-powerful God
(with all the responsibilities that come with that!); mjm—and
that God, Who controls all aspects of my life and of the
universe; is x—the One and Only controlling power.

In addition, one should have in mind:
ox ynw—As a proud member of Bnei Yisrael, I publicly
proclaim; that mim—the Name that represents God’s attribute
of mercy; 29x—is the same God as Elokim, the Name that
represents His attribute of strict judgment; X mim—it is all
the same God; all is merciful, since all that He does is for our
good (just that sometimes the “medicine” is bitter).

Quietly:
1370 23 oW 13— May the perception of Hashem’s
Presence and rulership be increased (so all humans will

recognize His existence and power);
7y1 9y9—forever and ever.

Next, the Torah describes the obligation of each individual:

IR T DR NN
E172) '7::1 ';:1:1‘7 ‘7::1
) :rm:: b::-\
wm ﬂbm m:m
Sy obn -nxn ’:m

223 IOK MY DK NITX)
722%—And you must
Hashem with
your whole heart; Y31
TIRn 5371 qwpy—and
dedicate  all
talents, your unique
personality,

love

your

all your



character traits and all that He
has given you (to His service), out
of a sense of gratitude and love.
TYR DX WK APRT 0TI T
722% Sy oro—And Torah and
mitzvos should (not be external and
mechanical, but rather) be from your
heart; 3 myam 127 onpwi—(and
they should be so dear to you that) you
pass it on to your children, and it is
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what you constantly talk about; 91121 923W37 7272 303721 30722 nawa—wherever
you are, all the time. 2y 12 nbvvY ™M 377 Yy MKY omwpi—You should dedicate
your actions and thoughts to Hashem, symbolized by putting tefillin on your arm
and on your head; 77ywa1 30 a nnm Sy onani—and your entire home should be
dedicated to Him, symbolized by putting mezuzos on your doorposts.

The Torah also tells Am Yisrael as a whole:

yny ox mm—If you, Bnei Yisrael,
will listen intently and follow My
commandments to love Hashem
and serve Him to the best of your
ability with a full heart, then I will
provide you with your material
needs, and you will be satisfied.
D2227 nREY 15 097 Mmwn—But be
careful! That material wealth may
go to your head and lead you astray
and corrupt your value system, and
you will “worship other gods.” You
may come to think that it is money,
power, and prestige that control
your future. (Then, in order to help
you return to clarity); mn x mIMm
omwn nx Yyl 0da—Hashem will
take away all that material wealth;
and He will send you, Am Yisrael,
out of Eretz Yisrael. (But even in
exile) oy Sy Mk? onx omwp
D2y 132 novwwy Pm—ryou should
dedicate your actions and thoughts
to Hashem, symbolized by putting
tefillin on your arm and on your
head. 7279 D232 nx onx oA,
p3—And you should teach Torah
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to your children so that they speak
about (and apply) Torah; an™3a anawa
RPN A2V T2 AN —wherever
they are, and all the time. Yy nnanm
Amywan qna nnmm—And your entire
home should be dedicated to Him,
symbolized by putting mezuzos on
your doorposts.

DM 1277 7ynY—That will ensure that
Bnei Yisrael will return to the Land
that Hashem promised our ancestors.
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And the Torah also tells us:

TRy nwn 5% I pxn—Moshe
was told by Hashem to tell Bnei
Yisrael: You must place tzitzis at
the edges of your four-cornered
garments and put on each corner
one techeiles-colored string. nn M
inx—DBy looking at it (techeiles is
the color of the sea, which is similar
to the sky, which looks like a sapphire,
which will remind you of the throne
of Hashem—a lesson that spiritual
growth is a slow, step-by-step
process!) you will think about the
mitzvos and do them. mnn X9
DY "0K] 03227 "x—Do not
be swayed by the temptations or
doubts that arise in your heart,
or by immoral thoughts that are
triggered by watching things one
should not be watching! marn Jyn%
miyn 73 nx on'wy1—Be constantly

927 $ORD TPHTOR T RN
m‘m mum 5N1W’ 33 "m
ahyigb m:: -5y Ny mb W
qm YOy N onaTe

nwsh 837 i non e
'b:'nx om:n AR r:m’mw
“X91 DR DY A nivD
mw ﬁnm z::::b ﬁnx mrm
wu‘; 'D—mnx e an'wwx
Vail b:'mc Dn’wm pblig
’m ’m’-bxb D’w-m alplity)
DInN ’nmm MR z::v-bx i
D’-bx‘? DD'? niib mm mm

JION ’DD"I'?N I IR

aware of what is proper, and fulfill all My mitzvos; nan%x% owip on»m—and
this will elevate and sanctify your life. I am Hashem, Who takes care of you and
miraculously took you out of Egypt to be your personal God. oy nx i ax—1I (the
same God Who did all those public, overt miracles in Egypt) am Your God now (even
though at times My Presence is hidden); npx—and that is the truth!
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All the Above Is Absolute Solid Truth!

Concluding Brachah of the Shema and Transition to Shemoneh Esrei

5XW MY /Ny / DMMwRan by / avvm

7o 27y1—We affirm that this last
statement we just made—that n
NnR D3pYxr—is absolutely the solid
truth; and that Hashem is fair and
trustworthy; His Torah is delightful
and good; and just as it was binding
on our forefathers, it is binding on
us today (even during periods in our
history when the Presence of Hashem
is hidden from us)!
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omwran Sy—It is true that You,
Hashem, took care of us in earlier
generations, and You take care
of us now. You are our King, You
redeemed us before, and You
will redeem us in the future! px
an7 omSx—There is no other
power (that controls our destiny)
but You (which is why in the
upcoming Shemoneh Esrei we will be
turning to You)!

1w Max n2ry—You have constantly
protected us throughout our
history until today. ynww wx "wx
miyny—Therefore, the person
who trusts You and takes the
words of Your Torah to heart will be
happy and feel secure! We have no
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other King than You—You took usout N3/} -[ﬂN JION 'D'? '?}7 D’W’

of Egypt, drowned our enemies, and at j’ﬂb ﬂ}j} ..bb‘ ,-[7337'7 ]ﬁN

that time we sang Shirah to You. And

You consistently answer Your nation yuwxj N3 -lnx ﬂDN D’W
whenever they cry out to You for help. T)N "P'B}b:bj T-lnx N]-‘ -lnx"
oy 5x% nonn—(When You split the D’WXDD y’WUQ} '7}{1) -bb 'IJ'?

sea and saved us from the Egyptians)

Moshe and Bnei Yisrael sang Your ﬂ’:b‘l TJ’-bN -H-I’ 131'15&)
praises and called out: 7 0mi0a 53 un’-m kb
O ,HI2PT DT, AV D’-m mm 7D m n‘m 'm:m
M DI Y NG Sy i ® DI TN D-mx n}ds)
‘mb AIRTIM 11973, Ninawm A nwm D"I"I’ unn o8
D"?DW AN, DR P OUD NI 91T RPN 0700 T 5N
me ny3a nyh mivy, 097 wnm D’mz ATIDY ,DUTOR NOYIN
';b DRI 2323 W T R 2 ) vby ON? mb’-m va

1092 VIO T30 Y2 YW 1Y

NP0 RN, PTPD TR 190D 1, DRI NI M
INDD Y

i 0783 nnd m—Among all the powers (powers of nature, powers of humans), who
is equal to You, Hashem? wJpa 73x) nan3 "n—Who is like You: powerful but with
purity of purpose; X5 nMwy nynn K311—our songs praising You instill in us awe of
Your wondrous deeds, which are all beyond our comprehension.

I 022 9, D2 NOW 5V Towy DRNY NI M i
IR 1250

nwn n"w—And at that time they all gave thanks, accepted Your sovereignty, and

proclaimed:

T 0PV T
Y1 09Y7 7907 mim— (Just as we have seen the rulership of Hashem here at the sea, so too
for all future times) Hashem will reign forever and ever!

oxawr Y —(And therefore we ask PRI NP TP ORI N
that just like You miraculously saved 1]5&) $Njw" —l«-n—" -VDNJD 1-‘91

us then from the Egyptians and we

sang Shirah, so too now) Hashem, 5&7&7’ W‘TD 1DW rnx:g —n—P
our Redeemer, once again rise up ‘nnwv ‘7}{; "n"p jnx 'nj:

and save us, and bring Mashiach
as You promised. mjin? nax q11a—You, Hashem, are the Source of everything; 5xi
9x2—Who has redeemed Bnei Yisrael (from Egypt, and will redeem us in the future).
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And now that we are firm in our conviction that Hashem has

chosen us, has taken care of us, will take care of us, and is

the only power Who controls all elements of our lives, we

come before Him with our requests—so that we will have all

we need in order to do our unique part in this great mission
in the best way possible.

OUR REQUESTS
vy nanw

Opening Statement
PR TR 5 RO Mo YN

anyan 3 e naon now 3 R—(I am standing here because I do
want to daven, create a relationship, and thank You for all the good
You do for me—which is sometimes hard to see or understand—and I
want to ask You for the help I need. But that does not come easy to me
for so many reasons. Therefore, I am asking, please) Hashem, open
my lips and help me express myself properly.

Section 1T—Praises
naNx

Hashem took care of us from the beginning:

WITPR I AN P2
TON APDIIR TR
Py ’-;‘m fahyghhy
‘m-x 2Py moNY
mu-n ainbry bm-f
z:mon pim PIR VY bX
wm b:n MipY, 0221w
NI AN 7O
smb D ’3:‘7 bR

NS, oY

MYRY WEOR MM AR N2
1 n1ak—You, Hashem, are
the Source of everything,
You control everything,
and have taken care of
Bnei Yisrael throughout
our history starting from
the time of the
You are all-powerful, You
shower us with acts of
helpful
though at times it is hard to

Avos.

kindness (even
see that), and everything is
Yours. When dealing with
us, You take into account
the good deeds of our
ancestors, and (everything
You do for us is in order
to) bring Mashiach to us, their descendants, even if we do not
deserve it!

o)

Honestly, | don’t
really care that
much about my
unigue mission in
this world—I just
daven because |
need stuff from
Hashem. Is that so
bad?

ANSWER:

Very honest
question! See
Appendix 8.

e

Why am | asking
Hashem for stuff?
Hashem knows
what | want, and He
also knows what

| really need. If |
really need it and
am supposed to
have it, He would
have given it to me!

FAQ:

Why should |
bother making
requests from
Hashem? I've asked
Him many times
before for stuff and
He keeps on saying
no!

ANSWER:

Both very crucial
questions for a
serious Ben Torah
and Bas Yisrael! See
Appendix 1.




