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TEFILLAS TAL: PRAYER FOR DEW
5v nbmn

Do Not Take Anything for Granted!

We walk into stores and buy almost anything we want, at any time of year,
anywhere in the world. But a lot has to “happen” for that to happen! We need
rain to fall at the right time, and rain not to fall at the right time. Dew has its
role, as do all the forces that we call “nature.” And none of that “happens”;
rather, it is all orchestrated by Hashem as a gift to us, just like yetzias Mitzrayim
“happened” in the spring when the weather was perfect for such an event. Thus,
at the start of the winter/rain season, i.e., Sukkos, we daven for rain, and at the
end of the rainy season, i.e., Pesach, we daven for dew. But we don’t just daven
for random rain or dew, but rain or dew that will produce blessing and life and
not, chas v’shalom, bring death and destruction. By taking the time to turn
to Hashem and focus on the fact that all of “nature” is in His hands, that itself
makes us worthy of His blessings.

The piyut (poem) of Tefillas Tal is made up of various acrostics, many wordplays
that get lost in translation, and is very complex with multiple meanings and
allusions. The author uses the idea of the freshness of dew both in reference to the
constant renewal of “nature” in the spring and the constant spiritual revival of us,
Hashem'’s nation. Here, we will give a very simple explanation of the basic ideas.

When is it said?

Israel: Generally, Nusach Ashkenaz says it before the silent Mussaf Shemoneh

Esrei, and the chazzan begins with 1n5v below. Nusach Sefard generally says

it as part of the chazzan’s Chazaras Hashatz. Every community should follow
its custom.

Chutz La’aretz: Generally, it is said as part of the chazzan’s Chazaras Hashatz
of Mussaf.

What do | say in my silent Mussaf Shemoneh Esrei? It depends.

Israel: Assuming Tefillas Tal was said before Shemoneh Esrei—or even if not—
if the gabbai announced v 1, then say it. (Nusach Ashkenaz says Yvi 1mn,
and Nusach Sefard says either Sva 1 or Sva 1™ MM 27wn.)

Chutz La’aretz: Assuming Tefillas Tal will be said during Chazaras Hashatz, if
the gabbai announced Svi 11n before Shemoneh Esrei, then Nusach Ashkenaz
says nothing (i.e., does not say owjn 7 im1 mi 2'wn), and Nusach Sefard says
either Sva 1 or Sva T o 2mwn. If no announcement was made, then one
continues to say owhn 1M N 2*wn as they did in the winter months.

If Tefillas Tal is said before the silent Shemoneh Esrei, the chazzan begins below with 1n v.
The Aron Kodesh is opened.
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nn Ny ax nyra—With Hashem’s m'ﬂ'l'l'? 5!.’?3 1?3 B DVD TN 'W’DN 13'13773
permission, I will speak (about our nrm-b 1'733 D’E'I J'H'H'I'? —pxw-n N bw

request for dew) in a hidden way; nya nnbmb 0 ).[17 '7!.’) m‘rb’ i
mna? Yva ma w—may this tefillah

bring for this people dew that will cause joy; nmm% pxwT X1 So—dew that will bring
rejuvenation to the valley and its vegetation; ntn% Y¥a oy1—and we, Bnei Yisrael
are taking pleasure in the fact that we are under the direct “shade” providence of
Hashem; nt1%in% pin% Sv nm1%? mik—dew is the sign of Hashem’s promise to Avraham
that in the merit of Avraham’s good deeds in his youth, Hashem would protect us,
his descendants.
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D'0103 107079 o117 niminn—The NW'F mm 531 D’DTDD 10’01'7 Dﬁ'l mm‘m
depths of the earth yearn for drops 713;-; D’DDTD nnm; WDI &w D’DDDJ 15

of dew; 29921 12 KYJ M) 915 . ;ymeyy sy 2 11D D, D00 YD
well as all the fields of grass; ™31 v

D001 nia3—the mentioning of Hashem’s power over the dew in (the gevuros section

of) Shemoneh Esrei increases our praises of Hashem, or: Our turning to Hashem and

recognizing His mastery over dew increases our “power” merits to be deserving of
dew; o'0vIn numa pipn—therefore, Tefillas Tal has been set in the tefillah of “Mussaf”
(which means “to increase”); D"07y0 "1 12 nrnny? Sv—and dew is mentioned specifically

in the brachah of Techiyas Hameisim since it will be the n*nn Yw v, reviving dew, that

will bring about Techiyas Hameisim of those buried in the ground.

If Tefillas Tal is said before Shemoneh Esrei, the chazzan starts here.
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You, Hashem, control everything, and have taken care of Bnei Yisrael throughout
our history starting from the time of the Avos:

Hashem, please give dew toshow (us 217 J$72 11972 3% 89N mm_? aledY)
and the world) that You favor Your '7193 AOM A2 PY ONIP ANV
land. Shower us with Your blessings, PorEror T T R
for thatis Your greatest joy, by causing our wine and grain to overflow with abundance.
Reestablish Your city (Yerushalayim) with the dew of Techiyas Hameisim.

Hashem, by using dew, make this ]m,:b [@hokal>Bapleraikym)ichebi7anivy 1o

a good year crowned with wonderful 72 Al ,nni 1900 MY ,ﬂWNDﬂbW

fruit so that the produce of the land T z? vy
2203.070Y

(also alluding to Bnei Yisrael) become ik

the pride of the world. The city (Yerushalayim) that now seems like a deserted hut,

please place it in Your “hand” and revive its glory with dew.
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Hashem, drop dew gently on Eretz 1392ty D Tyom V12 I8 28 1D} S

Yisrael, the blessed land. Satisfy us PION 2 'DWI'I RAfola 7’2‘(7'7 1972
with the rich blessing of Shamayim, ‘702 2

to shine the light of Geulah into the
dark galus of Bnei Yisrael who are drawn to You like a plant is drawn to the reviving
drops of dew.

Hashem, let the dew sweeten the Aalliginba) 'I'H'NDD Dyv D77 MY OOV 3!9

sweetness of the mountains. Let '7171 D’yJJ 'IWD? D’W}DDD V';;-; -mm-‘
Bnei Yisrael, Your chosen nation, l?UD o)

taste Your plenty. Free Your beloved
ones from the “prison” of galus, and then we will be able to sing sweet praises to You,
thanks to the reviving dew.

Hashem, with dew fill our granaries 33 @937 1Y 11HON N'?)_Q YN 5!9

to overflowing with an abundance of :5@3 20 Y33 % TYn 997D 9T
plenty. We wish that now You would ' T T e
renew our days (like they were when we were in Israel with joy and goodness). Hashem,
our “Beloved one,” let us be established (by the arrival of Mashiach) forever, just as
You are! And we will be like a well-watered garden that never withers—thanks to
the reviving dew.

Hashem, with dew bless our food. ;'nrgzg_( ,ij 9;-p b;_{ U’J?_DW?_DD ’mp -n;m i3 '?L’)
May there be no shortages in our 5193 ‘]131 ﬂ? PDI] NJN ,m-x; 3337@-7 ng

fertile crops. The nation that you
once led (through the desert) like a shepherd leads his sheep; please fulfill its request
by showering on her the dew of revival.

For You, Hashem, Who takes care of 79913} 119777 2°%/12 13"['7& T R TONY

us, makes the winds blow, and brings o
down the dew: T

The congregation followed by the chazzan, responsively:
VA 1222 N 71273
For a blessing and not for a curse. Amen!
VAR P92 X2 D7
For life and not for death. Amen!
O 1it? KDY V2i?
For plenty and not for scarcity. Amen!

The Aron Kodesh is closed.
If Tefillas Tal is said before Shemoneh Esrei, the chazzan continues with Half-Kaddish; see page 178.
If Tefillas Tal is said in Chazaras Hashatz, the chazzan continues with n»n 5373n; see page 180.



