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AKDAMOS: FIRST DAY OF SHAVUOS
aliap il

After the Kohen is called up for his aliyah, but before starting the Krias HaTorah,

the following Aramaic piyut/poem is said responsively. It is ninety verses

(forty-five stanzas) long. The first forty-four verses are a double aleph-beis

acrostic, and the next forty-six spell out the words mina 137 pray? a1 7 KRp

YRKI PIO AR 0w owynai—Meir, son of Rabbi Yitzchak, may he grow in Torah

and in good deeds. Amen. Be strong and have courage. The author, Rabbi Meir,
was a contemporary of Rashi and lived in Wormes.

The language of Akdamos is terse and complicated, and it is full of references
to various Midrashim, Gemaros, and parts of the Kabbalah. Each line has ten
syllables (thus the sing-song tune used in all shuls) and concludes with the
syllable “ta” (xn), which is spelled with the last letter and first letter of the
Hebrew alphabet. The message here is that Torah guides us in all areas of our
life, from aleph to tav. As well, one never stops learning! When one finishes
(n), one must start anew again (x). Clearly it is an appropriate introduction to
the reading of the Aseres Hadibros and reliving Hashem’s Revelation at Sinai
to the entire Bnei Yisrael.

Summary of the piyut: First, the paytan asks permission to even attempt to
praise Hashem, which is really beyond our ability. Then, the paytan describes
how all the different kinds of angels praise Hashem. He points out that though
their praise is obviously very powerful and lofty, it is not daily and consistent.
On the other hand, Bnei Yisrael are more beloved by Hashem because we say
the Shema twice daily! Then, the paytan describes the attempt by the nations
of the world to lure us away from our mission on earth by promising us honor
and beautiful coexistence instead of the difficulties of our galus. Bnei Yisrael
rejects their “offer” by describing the Era of Mashiach and the reward we will
receive by not compromising our principles. He then describes the beautiful
reward for the tzaddikim at the End of Days (the “banquet” for tzaddikim of
the Livyasan and Shor Habor—concepts that we cannot really fathom now) and
a brachah that we should all merit to participate in that banquet!

This translation/explanation: There are many works that delve into all the

Midrashic and Kabbalistic allusions contained in Akdamos and offer multiple

possible explanations and lessons of each stanza. Here, we will give a very

simple running explanation of the basic points of each stanza based on how

various the commentaries explain them, trying to stick to the meaning of the
words themselves as much as possible.

The first stanza is said by the baal korei, and we say the second stanza; he says the third,
and we say the fourth, and so on. The last stanza is said all together.

The paytan is asking permission to even attempt to praise
Hashem, Who is beyond any human’s ability to describe.

Before reading the Aseres HaDibros :m:mz) m’jg)ﬁ: ,]’_5’);) TN
and attempting to praise Hashem, NI 9T ,NJ'?’PW ROIN

I ask permission from Him,
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With these opening two or three :ND%WPJZ} MAONT ,ﬂ‘_?}j’l *7°223

stanzas that I say with great trem- INﬂW)WP‘? IV 91 937 933
bling of the One Who created the oo T e
world and has sustained it from the beginning.

Hashem has infinite power that is :NJ:I-‘[W"}E:-) PHD Nl?'l ,ﬂ’? ]’D5S! 113

impossible to describe. If all the NI 59 N0 YT 1OR D)
skies were parchment, and all the [
forests pens,

And all the oceans and water every- :NI]-'(W";‘.;'J s 5'.')1 ool #8 1"'[
where ink, and every person on earth SR ML D0 RYIN 0T

was a scribe and writer,

It would still be impossible to N3 tg"?t_m RO 0 7T
describe the glory of Hashem Who ND'IWDDD '—PWDQ" ,’?_{j’ﬁ’_ ND‘?V DPTI
rules heaven and earth, Who alone s C ' '
created the universe in ways we cannot understand.

And without any “effort,” He per- RN RO, 775900 IRD XD
fected the world by simply using the N ﬂ'IWWD ,—.;T:'n»?-[ ’ NW?E N ﬂk‘;ﬁ’l
letter hei (n1), which is pronounced T ST T
with just a breath of air and has no substance.

He established all His work in six RPN 72,707 Do P
days, or: in honor of the sixth of ND‘;'N TI’DTD Y ,»:5;; ,—;’{Pv 29m
Sivan, i.e., Shavuos, and then He o ' o o
“sat” on His throne of fire (on Shabbos).

The myriads of various kinds of angels created by Hashem praise
Him according to their categories, but that praise is not daily.

Hashem created countless angels to RIWHYH X127 POSR A9R D0
serve Him, and every morning more NJ]'TIWWTD '—‘8’39 .]’793‘7 m‘j; ]»nT-;U
angels are created ready to serve and ' - ' '
praise Hashem.

And greater than those angels are NI D) 5153 PO PTR 0y
the fiery six-winged Serafim, who NI]WT'R‘_(D ]’P’ﬂW Jm’;:n’n» -[y DS)D
stay silent until they are given per- o ' - '
mission to praise Hashem.

They give each other permission to N3 }b‘[ W PTIN YT ]1‘73[_)’
proclaim together and without delay: N I'IWT'IP 93-11‘731’7’ RYIN ‘73 la) 71?’
“Hashem’s glory fills the entire earth.” - ' ' -
They say “kadosh” three times (..wrp wrp wp).



Then, like the sound of “thunder”
from Hashem, like the roar of the
ocean’s waves, the Chayos Hakodesh

facing the Ofanim rise up thunderingly.

To glance quickly (at the glory of
Hashem) as the blink of the eye or
the shooting of the arrow, and then
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XILYB) 1 Yp2 T DR 12 72

INTTRIND PR P2i23 23R P2

IROWPR T3 MD Y RBIND ’ﬂ'l?ﬁ

RIWRD PP ) ’n‘mwm I8 ‘73‘7

go on their mission quickly and with trembling,

And pronounce in all languages: 312
' Ma3, Hashem’s glory is the source
for everything, ympmn, and there is

I 19 722 A1) 13 13
IRIMEPID IR RDT,ARPOY 13 KD

no need to search for Hashem, since He is everywhere!

Then the entire “Cheil Marom” re-
spond with great sounds and trem-
bling: 1y) 077 m>n* 'n, Hashem’s

RIWYN2 POORD N1 D1 90 D)

xnwwxb M 115 ,nm:bu R

rulership will be recognized by all forever and ever.

Their praise of Hashem is organized
(they say mon? Ama witp), but when
their time for shirah passes, they do
not praise Hashem again!

INTYW RODT T0), RALATH 1173 XTD

IROPIIWH R AIRY, 02957 1D

But we are more beloved than the angels, since we praise Hashem
and say Shema twice a day, and we study His Torah!

But Bnei Yisrael, Hashem’s chosen
people, are more beloved by Hashem
than the angels, because daily they

INIYIPDT PP AMIOON T2 3TV

INYREN Y73 R0 7D PTIY

praise Hashem (by saying the Shema) every morning and evening!

Bnei Yisrael are chosen and sepa-
rated (from all the nations) to be His
dedicated servants and constantly
speak of His wonders and praises.

Hashem desires that they put their
energies in learning Torah, and that
way their tefillos will be heard and
their requests granted.

Their tefillos are tied to the “crown”
of Hashem Who is eternal, they are
secured for eternity at the most
honored spot—by Hashem’s tefillin!

TRV 2 T2V AIN? 118
RDWY2 M, AN AL

RO IRDT 297 7MY 3N
R NI 5:1:}: 192 nm&x

TP RN, XY T2 KPP
R API NI RADYIL I D2
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And it is written in Hashem’s tefillin NPYTIRONOMID RO ROT R

that the greatness of Bnei Yisrael is NP ORI ORI 1
that we proclaim Hashem’s oneness o T S
when we say the Shema.

The nations try to lure Bnei Yisrael away from serving Hashem.

I am pleased to openly and clearly ANIDTRPHR XD 1137 Mo
praise Hashem, Master of the world, INNDED ’DND',FPW"b 95y jgw
to all the kings of the earth. T
They (all the nations) gather like ROVIN WD, P PR
the waves of the ocean and ask NN Poyj’,—.p‘p ]’5;’W1 atals

Bnei Yisrael about the wonders and
miracles (that we have experienced throughout our miraculous history).

“You beautiful one, Bnei Yisrael, for INDPI2 RO 00T NIT IR 0
Whom have you chosen to suffer in SRIPIN PTH,IOD [N DN

galus, and even be killed as if in the
lion’s den?

“It would be so much better for you ARIYIEY 0390 PR AN IR R

to merge with us and accept our RN 593 7% Tavs Ty
rulership. We would grant your every T
wish and even appoint you to high positions!”

Bnei Yisrael respond to the nations of the world.

With wisdom, Bnei Yisrael respond  :XIYTIn? N¥R 107 RO RONIM2
by telling just a small portion of ;xmqyjjbmwsz ’,-_p? PHOM P T
Hashem’s glory: “If you really wanted o ' o
to be wise and understand Hashem clearly,

“Then you would realize, ‘of what RO RO D30 RN 0 1199
value is the glory and honor you xnyw NN "D ’»57-;933'79-; Txqu '
could offer me compared to all that T T
Hashem will do for me when the time of Mashiach arrives?!

“Then Hashem will shine on me the :RD721I07 '0mm R0 03
light of the Geulah, and you will be :RIIT12929 ROPIND ,’b)ﬂN 79 R
embarrassed (for all the evil you have - S '
done); and Hashem’s glory and might will be revealed to all!

“Then Hashem will punish His NI ONRIOS X050y DO
enemies and the wicked all over the NNDEN’)DW ,D;QUTDS}‘.? anjg
world; and reward His beloved Bnei ' s ' '
Yisrael for all their good deeds.”



